2022 Point Clark

Shoreline and Community Clean Up
On Saturday, June 18, 2022, with the help of
The Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, and
Lake Huron Coastal Centre , the Point Clark Beach
Association completed their second successful
Shoreline and Community Cleanup. Family teams,
individuals and PCBA Directors worked together to
collect garbage, gather data, take pictures and report
the findings to The Great Canadian Shoreline
Cleanup, a national conservation program that
provides Canadians the opportunity to take action in their communities wherever
water meets land, one bit of trash at a time.
The weather was sunny, with gusty winds ebbing from the
previous day of 70 KM wind warnings! Data was collected
from the Community Centre, parks, main beaches and roads.
Roadside sewers were also noted throughout our treks,
especially on a windy day, reminding us how all spaces lead
to the lake.
Interestingly, Point Clark’s data aligned closely with Dirty
Dozen findings from shoreline cleanups across the country.
Note how plastic straws are on the decline in Point Clark!

Point Clark Dirty Dozen +

2021

2022

1.

Cigarette Butts

534

418

2.

Tiny Plastic or Foam

14

122

3.

Paper

81

47

4.

Food Wrappers

27

36

5.

Bottle Caps

13

11

6.

Plastic Bags

34

7

7.

Plastic Bottles

9

6

8.

Coffee Cups

11

4

9.

Straws

2

1

10. Plastic Cups and Take Out
Containers

28

3

11.

14

20

12. Construction Materials

0

17

13. Balloons

5

7

18 kg

4 kg

Personal Protective Equipment
(masks, wipes, plastic tooth picks)

Garbage collected (kg)
(Note: 2021 Covid collections done several times
over the weekend)

Although national data showed a
large increase in PPE refuse across
the country as a result of the
pandemic, future collections will
gather the true impact data of this
debris for future analysis. 2021 also
brought a huge victory in the fight
against plastic pollution, with the
Canadian Government classifying
plastic manufactured items as toxic
under the Canadian Environmental
Protection Act. Municipalities across Canada have begun implementing bylaws in
response to the Government of Canada’s proposed ban on six types of single-use
plastics: plastic checkout bags, straws, stir sticks, six-pack rings, cutlery, and food
service ware made from hard-to-recycle plastics.

“The contribution of the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup in advancing this ban
cannot be understated. Thanks to our dedicated volunteers, we were able to track four
of the six banned items over the last five years across the country: plastic bags, straws,
six-pack rings, and cutlery. This citizen science data collected by our volunteers was
then used to inform the Federal Government’s Science Assessment of Plastic Pollution
which preceded the ban. So far, our data has shown that the last two years of the
pandemic are correlated with an increase in the number of single-use plastics litter. We
hope that as the ban becomes fully implemented across Canada, we will start to see a
decline in the banned items on shorelines.” (Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup - 2021
Annual Report)
The Point Clark Beach Association is grateful for the
tremendous support and care demonstrated to beautify and
maintain such a treasured residential and cottage community
in our area. We thank the teamwork of our 20 volunteers and
community members who also stopped by to check out the
displays and share how they too walk the beach and
sideroads regularly picking up debris. If you do a collection,
add to the Point Clark data by creating an account and
reporting your findings for Point Clark @
https://shorelinecleanup.org/ . We look forward to many
more Shoreline Cleanups to come.
Cheryl Peach
PCBA Shoreline Cleanup Coordinator

